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Steps for Creating a Musicians Contract for a Church

The Why:

Putting a musician on contract provides clarity, accountability, and mutual respect between
the church and the individual serving in a vital worship role. It helps define expectations
regarding scheduling, responsibilities, compensation, and conduct, ensuring that all parties
are on the same page. It protects both the church and the musician by minimizing
misunderstandings and providing a structure for performance review, renewal, or
termination. Most importantly, a contract reinforces the value of the musician's
contribution to the spiritual atmosphere of worship, recognizing it as both a ministry and a
professional commitment.

Step-by-Step Process for Creating a Musicians Contract
1. Define the Role Clearly:

. - List responsibilities (e.g., playing for worship services, rehearsals, special events such
as funerals, revivals, weddings, etc).

- Specify expectations around punctuality, professionalism, and spiritual alignment.

2. Determine Compensation:

. - Establish the pay rate (weekly, per service, or monthly).
. - Include how and when payment will be issued (e.g., monthly by check or direct
deposit).

3. Outline the Schedule:

- Include regular service times, rehearsal times, and expected availability.
4. Set the Term of the Agreement:

. - Define the contract duration (e.g., 12 months).
. - Indicate that contracts are subject to annual review and renewal by the church board.

5. Include Behavior and Ethics Clauses:

- Clarify expectations about conduct, language, dress, and collaboration.
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6. Add Termination Clause:

. - Outline conditions under which either party may terminate the contract.
7. Get Approval and Signatures:

. - Ensure the contract is reviewed by the pastor and church board.
. - Include signature lines for the musician, pastor, and a church board representative.
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Sample Musician Contract

This agreement is made between The Church and [Name of Musician] (“Musician”) for the
purpose of providing musical services during worship experiences.

Position: Musician (Keyboardist, Drummer, etc.)

Term: This agreement is effective from [Start Date] to [End Date] and is subject to renewal
by the church board, in consultation with the pastor.

Compensation: The Church agrees to compensate the Musician at a rate of $[amount] per
[week/service/month], payable [frequency].

Schedule: The Musician agrees to be available for all scheduled worship services, rehearsals,
and special events as outlined by the Worship Director or Pastor.

Expectations: The Musician agrees to maintain professionalism, punctuality, spiritual
integrity, and cooperative engagement with the worship team.

Termination: Either party may terminate this agreement with 30 days written notice.

Approved by:
Pastor's Signature Date
Musician's Signature Date

Church Board Representative Date
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